HEATH   RUSH, Juncus squarrosus L.

390. Heath Rush, Juncus squarrosus L. (X J); a perennial
with a bunch of numerous leaves from the base, and these broadly
sheathing in the lower part; leaf-blades stiff and spreading, very

narrow, rounded below
and grooved abpve-
usually about as iorig
as the flowering stems;
the latter usually 2-3 to
each plant, 9 in, to 15
in. high, very rigid, end-
ing in a shortly branched
cyme-like panicle;
flowers (A, X li) sepa-
rate, though crowded,
sessile or shortly stalked;
bracts paired below the
flower, ovate, short;
perianth-segments (B, X
H) 6, equal in length,
lanceolate, glossy, with a
broad middle and thin
chaffy margins; stamdftP
6, opposite the seg-
ments; ovary (C, X 3)
with a short style and
3 stigmas; capsule (D,
X 2i) about as long as
the segments, obpvoid,
shining, splitting into 3
parts, each part (E, x 2) boat-shaped, with a placenta id the
middle and numerous, brown, closely pitted seeds (F, x 10) (family"
Juncaceae).

This species grows on moors and heaths, and is found in drier
places, than most other rushes. The seeds (fig. F) are very dis-
tinctive. It flowers in summer, and is widely distributed in
Europe and Asia.

